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If opera had existed in Elizabethan London, the world's Top Bard, as W.H. Auden called him, might have
become the world's Top Librettist. As Gary Schmidgall shows in this illuminating study, Shakespeare's
expressive ways and dramaturgical means are like those of composers and librettists in numerous and often
astonishing ways. No wonder that well over two hundred operas have been based on Shakespeare's plays.
Ranging widely through the Shakespearean canon and the standard operatic repertory, Schmidgall presents a
fascinating comparison, focusing on similarities of expressive style, scenic structure, staging, and
performance practice. Shakespeare and Opera offers extended discussions of issues central to both theatrical
genres, including their shared demand for virtuoso display, the comparable functions of set speeches and
arias, and the similarities of verbal and musical rhetoric, and the charges of unreality and melodrama that
have dogged them both. In addition, Schmidgall provides concise essays on the most intriguing Shakespeare-
based operas, including works of Verdi, Wagner, Bellini, Rossini, Berlioz, Thomas, Vaughan Williams,
Barber, and Britten. He enriches his argument with the insights of the great composers who never set
Shakespeare (Mozart, Puccini, and Strauss among them), major observers of the legitimate stage (from
Samuel Johnson to Eric Bentley) and the musical stage (from Joseph Addison to Joseph Kerman), as well as
the incisive views of influential artists, critics, and performers as diverse as Walt Whitman, H.L. Mencken,
and Laurence Olivier.
For all who love the stage, Shakespeare and Opera offers endless insight and fascination. Schmidgall's
extended comparison of the two dramaturgies provides a fresh perspective on Shakespeare, musical theater,
comparative drama, and theater history.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Shakespeare and Opera book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Willie McCorkle:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Shakespeare and Opera as your daily resource information.

Irvin Ehlers:

Beside that Shakespeare and Opera in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Shakespeare and Opera because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Jose Johnson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Shakespeare and Opera. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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