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With the increasing loss of biological diversity in this Sixth Age of Mass Extinction, it is timely to show that
devolutionary paranoia is not new, but rather stretches back to the time of Charles Darwin. It is also an
opportune moment to show how human-driven extinction, as designated by the term, Anthropocene, has long
been acknowledged. The halcyon days of European industrial progress, colonial expansion and scientific
revolution trumpeted from the Great Exhibition of 1851 until the Dresden International Hygiene Exhibition
of 1930 were constantly marred by fears of rampant degeneration, depopulation, national decline,
environmental devastation and racial extinction. This is demonstrated by the discourses of catastrophism
charted in this book that percolated across Europe in response to the theories of Darwin and Jean Baptiste
Lamarck, as well as Marcellin Berthelot, Camille Flammarion, Ernst Haeckel, Louis Landouzy, Félix Le
Dantec, Cesare Lombroso, Thomas Huxley, Bénédite-Augustin Morel, Louis Pasteur, Élisée Reclus, Rudolf
Steiner and Wilhelm Wundt, among others. This book presents pioneering explorations of the
interrelationship between these discourses and modern visual cultures and the ways in which the picturing of
evolution and extinction by artists as diverse as Roger Broders, Albert Besnard, Fernand Cormon, Hélène
Dufau, Émile Gallé, Frantiek Kupka, Pablo Picasso, Carles Mani y Roig, Sophie Taeuber and Vasilii Vatagin
betrayed anxieties subliminally festering over degeneration alongside latent hopes of regeneration. Following
Darwins concept of evolution as Janus-faced, the dialectical interplay of evolution and extinction and
degeneration and regeneration is explored in modern visual cultures in Australia, America, Britain, France,
Germany, Russia, Spain and Switzerland at significant spatio-temporal junctures between 1860 and 1930. By
unravelling the picturing of the dread of alcoholism, cholera, dysentery, tuberculosis, typhoid and rabies,
alongside phobias of animalism, criminality, hysteria, impotency and ecological disaster, each chapter makes
an original contribution to this new field of scholarship. By locating these discourses and visual cultures
within the golden age of Neo-Lamarckism, they also reveal how regeneration was pictured as the Janus-face
of degeneration able to facilitate evolution through the inheritance of beneficial characteristics in propitious
environments. In striking such an uplifting note amidst the dissonant cacophony of catastrophism, this book
reveals why the art and science of Transformism proved so appealing in France as elsewhere, and why visual
cultures of regeneration became as dominant in the twentieth century as the picturing of degeneration had
been in the nineteenth century. It also illuminates the paradoxical inversion that occurred in the twentieth
century when devolution became equivalent to evolution for many Modernists. Hence, whilst this book
opens with the picturing of indigenous people in Australia and North America as doomed races by the first
publication of Darwins On The Origin of Species, it closes with the quest by 1930 for a regenerative suntan
as dark as the skin of those indigenous people.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fogarty:

With other case, little persons like to read book Picturing Evolution and Extinction: Regeneration and
Degeneration in Modern Visual Culture. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book Picturing Evolution and Extinction: Regeneration and
Degeneration in Modern Visual Culture. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Wallace Long:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Picturing Evolution and Extinction:
Regeneration and Degeneration in Modern Visual Culture is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ryan Young:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Picturing Evolution and Extinction:
Regeneration and Degeneration in Modern Visual Culture publication written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still skepticism Picturing Evolution and Extinction: Regeneration and Degeneration in Modern Visual
Culture as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Marlene Clabaugh:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Picturing Evolution and Extinction:
Regeneration and Degeneration in Modern Visual Culture or even others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge.
In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Picturing Evolution and Extinction:



Regeneration and Degeneration in Modern Visual Culture to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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