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Returning to the kibbutz of his childhood to attend his father's funeral, Avraham Balaban confronts his
buried yet still intensely painful childhood memories. Comparing the kibbutz of today with that of his early
years, the author weaves together two interrelated stories: a sensitive artist growing up in the intensely
pragmatic world of Kibbutz Huldah and the rise and fall of a grand yet failed social experiment. As he moves
through the seven days of sitting shivah for his father, Balaban experiences an expanding cycle of
mourning?for self, family, the kibbutz, and Israel itself. With a poet's keen voice, Balaban pens a poignant,
frank portrait of the emotional damage wrought by the kibbutz educational system, which separated children
from their parents, hoping to establish a new kind of family, a nonbiological family. Indeed, he realizes that
he is mourning not the physical death of his father, but the much earlier death of the father-child bond. Only
the unwavering love of his remarkable mother rescued him. Readers will see the kibbutz movement, and
Israel in general, with new eyes after finishing this book.

In the process of unearthing his earliest memories, Balaban meditates on the mechanism of memory and the
forces that shape it. Thus, he examines the varied layers?familial, societal, and national?that establish
individual identity. During the shivah, he discovers the tremendous power of words in shaping one's world,
on the one hand, and their redemptive power on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

This Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. That Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered without we recognize teach the
one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Mourning a Father
Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Mourning a
Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jamie Sparks:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
can share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered.

Erin Marshall:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered.

Frances Stone:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz
Childhood Remembered or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book,



any other book likes Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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