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Flaubert wrote to his mistress, Louise Colet: "An author in his book must be like God in the universe, present
everywhere and visible nowhere." In his books, Flaubert sought to observe that principle; but in his many
impassioned letters he allowed his feelings to overflow, revealing himself in all of his human complexity.
Sensuous, witty, exalted, ironic, grave, analytical, the letters illustrate the artist's life--and they trumpet his
artistic opinions--in an outpouring of uninhibited eloquence.

An acknowledged master of translation, Francis Steegmuller has given us by far the most generous and
varied selection of Flaubert's letters in English. He presents these with an engrossing narrative that places
them in the context of the writer's life and times. We follow Flaubert through his unhappy years at law
school, through his tumultuous affair with Louise Colet; we share his days and nights amid the temples and
brothels of Egypt, then on to Palestine, Turkey, Greece, and Rome. And the letters chronicle one of the
central events in literary history--the conception and composition of what has been called the first modern
novel, Madame Bovary. Steegmuller's selection concludes with Flaubert's standing trial for immoral writing,
Madame Bovary's immediate popular success, and Baudelaire's celebration of its psychological and literary
power.

Throughout this exposition in Flaubert's own words of his views on life, literature, and the passions, readers
of his novels will be powerfully reminded of the fertility of his genius, and delighted by his poetic
enthusiasm. "Let us sing to Apollo as in ancient days," he wrote to Louise Colet, "and breathe deeply of the
fresh cold air of Parnassus; let us strum our guitars and clash our cymbals and whirl like dervishes in the
eternal hubbub of forms and ideas!"

Flaubert's letters are documents of life and art; lovers of literature and of the literary adventure can rejoice in
this edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Letters of Gustave Flaubert, 1830-
1857 will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Bob Pratt:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Letters of Gustave Flaubert, 1830-1857.

John Householder:

The e-book with title The Letters of Gustave Flaubert, 1830-1857 posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Marguerite Boutte:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Letters of Gustave
Flaubert, 1830-1857.
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