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It wouldn't be Christmas without the "things." How they came to mean so much, and to play such a
prominent role in America's central holiday, is the tale told in this delightful and edifying book. In a style
characteristically engaging and erudite, Karal Ann Marling, one of our most trenchant observers of American
culture, describes the outsize spectacle that Christmas has become, showing us the provenance and
significance of each of its essential parts: the decorated trees and holiday lights, the cards and gifts and
wrapping papers, the toy villages and store displays and Macy's holiday parade, Bing Crosby and Santa
Claus.

Viewing Christmas through the media of mass culture--engravings and lithographs, magazine fiction,
pictorial ads, news photos, cards, and movies--Marling tells us how the beloved Christmas tree grew out of a
much-reprinted image of Queen Victoria and her family gathered around a decorated fir; how Santa Claus
lost his provincial Dutch character and turned into the jolly old soul we know; how Charles Dickens's A
Christmas Carol borrowed from Washington Irving's imaginings of what Christmas must have been like in
Merrie Olde England; and how the holiday, balancing between the private and public realms, conferred a
central and defining role on women.

A celebration of the visual culture of the season, Merry Christmas! offers captivating evidence that
Christmas in America is primarily a secular celebration of abundance, goodwill, and familial identity,
expressed in a multitude of material ways.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Kelley:

The book Merry Christmas!: Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Merry
Christmas!: Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like wide open and read a publication Merry Christmas!: Celebrating America's Greatest
Holiday. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Stan Smith:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Merry Christmas!: Celebrating
America's Greatest Holiday book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Larry Mason:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Merry Christmas!: Celebrating America's
Greatest Holiday is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Bruce Smith:

This Merry Christmas!: Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Merry Christmas!: Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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