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This is the first biography of Capt. Joe Rochefort, the Officer in Charge of Station Hypo the U.S. Navy’s
decrypt unit at Pearl Harbor and his key role in breaking the Imperial Japanese Navy’s main code before the
Battle of Midway. It brings together the disparate threads of Rochefort’s life and career, beginning with his
enlistment in the Naval Reserve in 1918 at age 17 (dropping out of high school and adding a year to his age).
It chronicles his earliest days as a mustang (an officer who has risen from the ranks), his fortuitous posting to
Washington, where he headed the Navy’s codebreaking desk at age 25, then, in another unexpected twist,
found himself assigned to Tokyo to learn Japanese.

This biography records Rochefort’s surprising love-hate relationship with cryptanalysis, his joyful exit from
the field, his love of sea duty, his adventure-filled years in the ‘30s as the right-hand man to the Commander
in Chief, U.S. Fleet, and his reluctant return to codebreaking in mid-1941 when he was ordered to head the
Navy’s decrypt unit at Pearl (Station Hypo). The book focuses on Rochefort’s inspiring leadership of Hypo,
recording first his frustrating months in late 1941 searching for Yamamoto’s fleet, then capturing a guilt-
ridden Rochefort in early 1942 mounting a redemptive effort to track that fleet after the Japanese attack at
Pearl Harbor . It details his critical role in May 1942 when he and his team, against the bitter opposition of
some top Navy brass, concluded Midway was Yamamoto’s invasion target, making possible a victory
regarded by many as the turning point in the Pacific War. The account also tells the story of Rochefort’s
ouster from Pearl, the result of the machinations of key officers in Washington, first to deny him the
Distinguished Service Medal recommended by Admiral Nimitz, then to effect his removal as OIC of Hypo.
The book reports his productive final years in the Navy when he supervises the building of a floating
drydock on the West Coast, then, back in Washington, finds himself directing a planning body charged with
doing spade work leading to the invasion of Japan. The Epilogue narrates the postwar effort waged by
Rochefort’s Hypo colleagues to obtain for him the DSM denied in 1942?a drive that pays off in 1986 when
President Reagan awards him the medal posthumously at a White House ceremony attended by his daughter
and son. It also explores Rochefort’s legacy, primarily his pioneering role at Pearl in which, contrary to
Washington’s wishes, he reported directly to Commander in Chief, US Fleet, providing actionable
intelligence without any delays and enabling codebreaking to play the key role it did in the Battle of
Midway. Ultimately, this book is aimed at bringing Joe Rochefort to life as the irreverent, fiercely
independent and consequential officer that he was. It assumes his career can’t be understood without looking
at his entire life. It seeks to capture the interplay of policy and personality, and the role played by politics and
personal rifts at the highest levels of Navy power during a time of national crisis. This bio emerges as a
history of the Navy’s intelligence culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Perry:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Joe Rochefort's War: The Odyssey of the Codebreaker Who Outwitted
Yamamoto at Midway as the daily resource information.

Lila Johnson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
e-book. The book Joe Rochefort's War: The Odyssey of the Codebreaker Who Outwitted Yamamoto at
Midway it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features
high quality.

Walter Blankenship:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Joe Rochefort's War: The
Odyssey of the Codebreaker Who Outwitted Yamamoto at Midway which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's see.

Gordon Frederick:

You will get this Joe Rochefort's War: The Odyssey of the Codebreaker Who Outwitted Yamamoto at
Midway by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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