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The figure of Dai Zhen (1724–1777) looms large in modern Chinese intellectual history. Dai was a
mathematical astronomer and influential polymath who, along with like-minded scholars, sought to balance
understandings of science, technology, and history within the framework of classical Chinese writings.
Exploring ideas in fields as broad-ranging as astronomy, geography, governance, phonology, and etymology,
Dai grappled with Western ideas and philosophies, including Jesuit conceptions of cosmology, which were
so important to the Qing dynasty (1644–1911) court's need for calendrical precision. Minghui Hu tells the
story of China's transition to modernity from the perspective of 18th-century Chinese scholars who were
dedicated to examining the present and past with the tools of evidential analysis. Using Dai as the centering
point, Hu shows how the tongru ("broadly learned scholars") of this era navigated Confucian, Jesuit, and
other worldviews during a dynamic period, connecting ancient theories to new knowledge in the process.
Scholars and students of early modern Chinese history?and those examining science, religious, and
intellectual history more broadly?will find China's Transition to Modernity inspiring and helpful to their
research and teaching.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book China's Transition to Modernity:
The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Gary Jensen:

The book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book
China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai
Zhen has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Emery:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this China's Transition to Modernity: The New
Classical Vision of Dai Zhen book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Janice Hayes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as
of book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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