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Shortlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize and nominated for the Governor-General's Award for
Literature, a hilarious, swashbuckling yet powerful tale of pirates, buried treasure and a search for
the Fountain of Youth, told in the ribald, philosophical voice of a 500-year-old Jewish parrot.

Set in the years around 1492, Yiddish for Pirates recounts the compelling story of Moishe, a Bar Mitzvah
boy who leaves home to join a ship's crew, where he meets Aaron, the polyglot parrot who becomes his
near-constant companion.
     From a present-day Florida nursing home, this wisecracking yet poetic bird guides us through a world of
pirate ships, Yiddish jokes and treasure maps. But Inquisition Spain is a dangerous time to be Jewish and
Moishe joins a band of hidden Jews trying to preserve some forbidden books. He falls in love with a young
woman, Sarah; though they are separated by circumstance, Moishe's wanderings are motivated as much by
their connection as by his quest for loot and freedom. When all Jews are expelled from Spain, Moishe travels
to the Caribbean with the ambitious Christopher Columbus, a self-made man who loves his creator. Moishe
eventually becomes a pirate and seeks revenge on the Spanish while seeking the ultimate booty: the Fountain
of Youth.
     This outstanding New Face of Fiction is filled with Jewish takes on classic pirate tales--fights, prison
escapes, and exploits on the high seas--but it's also a tender love story, between Moishe and Sarah, and
between Aaron and his "shoulder," Moishe. Rich with puns, colourful language, post-colonial satire and
Kabbalistic hijinks, Yiddish for Pirates is also a compelling examination of mortality, memory, identity and
persecution from one of this country's most talented writers.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Yiddish for Pirates? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Karen Lawless:

The feeling that you get from Yiddish for Pirates could be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Yiddish for Pirates giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Yiddish for Pirates instantly.

George Thomas:

This Yiddish for Pirates are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Yiddish for Pirates can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Yiddish for Pirates forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Janice Evans:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Yiddish for Pirates was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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