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This engaging and wide-ranging biography casts new light on the life and careers of Percival Lowell. Scion
of a wealthy Boston family, elder brother of Harvard President Lawrence and poet Amy, Percival Lowell is
best remembered as the astronomer who claimed that intelligent beings had built a network of canals on
Mars. But the Lowell who emerges in David Strauss's finely textured portrait was a polymath: not just a self-
taught astronomer, but a shrewd investor, skilled photographer, inspired public speaker, and adventure-travel
writer whose popular books contributed to an awakening American interest in Japan.

Strauss shows that Lowell consistently followed the same intellectual agenda. One of the principal American
disciples of Herbert Spencer, Lowell, in his investigations of Japanese culture, set out to confirm Spencer's
notion that Westerners were the highest expression of the evolutionary process. In his brilliant defense of the
canals on Mars, Lowell drew on Spencer's claim that planets would develop life-supporting atmospheres
over time.

Strauss's charming, somewhat bittersweet tale is the story of a rebellious Boston Brahmin whose outsider
mentality, deep commitment to personal freedom, and competence in two cultures all contributed to the very
special character of his careers, first as a cultural analyst and then more memorably as an astronomer.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Percival Lowell: The
Culture and Science of a Boston Brahmin? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Catherine Stevenson:

The book Percival Lowell: The Culture and Science of a Boston Brahmin has a lot associated with on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Robert McKay:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Percival Lowell: The Culture
and Science of a Boston Brahmin is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Christina Bishop:

Beside this specific Percival Lowell: The Culture and Science of a Boston Brahmin in your phone, it can
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Percival Lowell: The Culture and Science of a Boston Brahmin because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find
this book and read it from at this point!
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