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Four paperback volumes packed into a beautiful hardcover case, Metropolitan Paradise is the definitive book
on the relationship between natural and urban environments.

Sacred to the Lenni-Lenape and to many early Europeans who settled in the area, the Wissahickon Valley
has all the elements of "paradise" recognized in many cultures - the dramatic gorge with high cliffs, twisted
rocks, dark hemlocks, sparkling water and the bountiful rolling terrain directly to the north beyond the city
boundaries. Ironically, this paradise is part of a large, old North American urban region, suffering from all
the troubles of the modern metropolis.

The Wissahickon Valley is a microcosm of changes in the American landscape over the past 400 years. The
lessons of its history, present treatment and future possibilities, are both universal and unique. The book is
both a local journey and, by extension, an exploration of how to resolve the crises of a collapsing natural
world.

Today cities are exploding into complex, densely packed, multi-dimensional organisms. With six billion
people on the planet and a projected nine billion within 50 years, almost everyone will be living in a
megalopolis. This book is the story of a struggle to establish and maintain connected natural systems in one
metropolitan area. The preservation and restoration of this valley is offered as a possible model for the
world's cities.

Sustaining natural lands within the matrix of an increasingly pervasive urban landscape is crucial. These
places are our "canary in the mine." If they cannot succeed, all wildness is imperiled, impoverishing all life
and ultimately threatening human survival. This book is the authors' contribution to a remarkable and
widespread effort to restore the Wissahickon Valley and to envision a bold and imaginative future.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Metropolitan
Paradise: The Struggle for Nature in the City, Philadelphia's Wissahickon Valley 1620-2020? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Russell Carson:

The actual book Metropolitan Paradise: The Struggle for Nature in the City, Philadelphia's Wissahickon
Valley 1620-2020 will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell
out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The
book Metropolitan Paradise: The Struggle for Nature in the City, Philadelphia's Wissahickon Valley 1620-
2020 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Joycelyn Chambers:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Metropolitan Paradise: The Struggle
for Nature in the City, Philadelphia's Wissahickon Valley 1620-2020 as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Metropolitan
Paradise: The Struggle for Nature in the City, Philadelphia's Wissahickon Valley 1620-2020 to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

James Murray:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Metropolitan Paradise: The Struggle for Nature in the City, Philadelphia's
Wissahickon Valley 1620-2020 when you needed it?
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