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Daniel Burston chronicles Laing's meteoric rise to fame as one of the first media psychogurus of the century,
and his spiraling decline in the late seventies and eighties. Here are the successes: Laing's emergence as a
unique voice on the psychiatric scene with his first book, The Divided Self, in 1960; his forthright and
articulate challenges to conventional wisdom on the origins, meaning, and treatment of mental disturbances;
his pioneering work on the families of schizophrenics, Sanity, Madness and the Family (coauthored with A.
Esterson). Here as well are Laing's more dubious moments, personal and professional, including the bizarre
experiment with psychotic patients at Kingsley Hall. Burston traces many of Laing's controversial ideas and
therapeutic innovations to a difficult childhood and adolescence in Glasgow and troubling experiences as an
army doctor; he also offers a measured assessment of these ideas and techniques.

The R. D. Laing who emerges from these pages is a singular combination of skeptic and visionary, an
original thinker whose profound contradictions have eclipsed the true merit of his work. In telling his story,
Burston gives us an unforgettable portrait of an anguished human being and, in analyzing his work, recovers
Laing's achievement for posterity.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Vanwormer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Wing of Madness: The Life and Work of
R.D. Laing is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Billie Luster:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Wing of Madness: The Life and Work of R.D. Laing
as your daily resource information.

Charles Wagoner:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Wing of Madness: The Life and Work of R.D. Laing
can make you feel more interested to read.

Gretchen Clark:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Wing of Madness: The Life and Work of
R.D. Laing to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the book The Wing of Madness: The Life and Work of R.D. Laing can to be your
brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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