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A pastime, delightful—
Chips, cards, and a table.
The riddles insightful,
the future, unstable! What is it?

It's Lotería, the Mexican game of chance! For the uninitiated, it might seem like bingo played with a riddling
tarot deck. But this enthralling board game is more than entertainment. The images found on its cards—La
Virgen, El Pan Dulce, La Telenovela—are miniature reflections of an entire culture, capturing the joys and
sorrows of the Mexican people.

Wildly popular on both sides of the border, Lotería cards originated in the Iberian peninsula in the eighteenth
century but have been redesigned so many times as to defy expectation, with boards devoted to ecclesiastical
figures, soccer idols, and even vaudeville starlets. With the dawn of a new millennium, American artist
Teresa Villegas created a new Lotería set that is already gaining popularity in Mexico, and her striking
images are also widely exhibited in galleries across the United States.

This gift book, which will bring pleasure and bewilderment to children and adults alike, reproduces more
than two dozen of Villegas's 54 colorful cards, pairing them with insightful, humorous riddles written by
award-winning author Ilan Stavans. Stavans also revisits his childhood in an essay that examines the role of
luck in Mexican life and recreates the sort of poetry jam that often accompanies Lotería contests wherever
they might take place. Delve into the emblematic pages of this marvelous volume to find your own Calavera.
Let yourself unravel the paths of El Deseo and the mysteries of El Corazón. Before too long, you'll realize
that luck is never truly accidental—for a turn at ¡Lotería! is always an opportunity to come face to face with
El Destino.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

With other case, little persons like to read book Lotería. You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Lotería. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Paul Butler:

The actual book Lotería has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of
write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Andrew Schulz:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Lotería that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
can pick Lotería become your own starter.

Gregory Richards:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known
as of book Lotería. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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