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For almost four billion years, microbes had the primordial oceans all to themselves. The stewards of Earth,
these organisms transformed the chemistry of our planet to make it habitable for plants, animals, and us.
Life's Engines takes readers deep into the microscopic world to explore how these marvelous creatures made
life on Earth possible--and how human life today would cease to exist without them.

Paul Falkowski looks "under the hood" of microbes to find the engines of life, the actual working parts that
do the biochemical heavy lifting for every living organism on Earth. With insight and humor, he explains
how these miniature engines are built--and how they have been appropriated by and assembled like Lego sets
within every creature that walks, swims, or flies. Falkowski shows how evolution works to maintain this core
machinery of life, and how we and other animals are veritable conglomerations of microbes.

A vibrantly entertaining book about the microbes that support our very existence, Life's Engines will inspire
wonder about these elegantly complex nanomachines that have driven life since its origin. It also issues a
timely warning about the dangers of tinkering with that machinery to make it more "efficient" at meeting the
ever-growing demands of humans in the coming century.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

Precisely why? Because this Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you
I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Linda Monge:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Life's Engines: How Microbes Made
Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Otto Tejeda:

Beside this particular Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable
(Science Essentials) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but
you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Lorenzo Lowe:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials) we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a
book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
Life's Engines: How Microbes Made Earth Habitable (Science Essentials). You can more attractive than
now.
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