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Asteroids suggest images of a catastrophic impact with Earth, triggering infernos, tidal waves, famine, and
death -- but these scenarios have obscured the larger story of how asteroids have been discovered and
studied. During the past two centuries, the quest for knowledge about asteroids has involved eminent
scientists and amateur astronomers, patient research and sudden intuition, advanced technology and the
simplest of telescopes, newspaper headlines and Cold War secrets. Today, researchers have named and
identified the mineral composition of these objects. They range in size from 33 feet to 580 miles wide and
most are found in a belt between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Covering all aspects of asteroid
investigation, Curtis Peebles shows how ideas about the orbiting boulders have evolved. He describes how
such phenomena as the Moon's craters and dinosaur extinction were gradually, and by some scientists
grudgingly, accepted as the results of asteroid impacts. He tells how a band of icy asteroids rimming the
solar system, first proposed as a theory in the 1940s, was ignored for more than forty years until renewed
interest and technological breakthroughs confirmed the existence of the Kuiper Belt. Peebles also chronicles
the discovery of Shoemaker-Levy 9, a comet with twenty-two nuclei that crashed into Jupiter in 1994,
releasing many times the energy of the world's nuclear arsenal. Showing how asteroid research is
increasingly collaborative, the book provides insights into the evolution of scientific ideas and the ebb and
flow of scientific debate.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series) book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer involving Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series) content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Asteroids: A History
(Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Richard Nix:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series), you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Steven Allen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian
History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation &
Spaceflight Series) become your current starter.

Jesus Brewster:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation
& Spaceflight Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these



publications have than the others?
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