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One of the most dazzling elements of the Mardi
Gras celebrations, the Mardi Gras Indians receive the attention and respect of
carnival-goers for their elaborately beaded costumes and entertaining dances.
But what few realize about the groups is that the parading is more than just
for show. Costuming, dancing, and all of the rituals of these groups are acts
of cultural preservation that date back more than a century. In his new book,
Michael P. Smith addresses the sociological issues surrounding the mislabeled
and rarely understood Maroon groups now known as "Mardi Gras
Indians." His textual analysis of the culture examines its African origins
and how the participants help to develop the African-American cultural
identity. He looks at how some African-Americans resisted efforts to suppress
traditions that are re-emerging in modern society.
Researched and documented by generations of oral and written history, this
work clearly outlines the mistaken identification of the Mardi Gras Indians as
just an entertainment element of the carnival season. It also shows the vital
role this traditional culture plays in the community, much as the black
Spiritual Churches do, in preserving an authentic base for the unique cultural
heritage of blacks in New Orleans. This work illustrates how the Mardi Gras
Indians are a part of the New Orleans second-line tradition.
A dynamic element of this book is the collection of more than one hundred
color photos. These prints capture the striking beauty of spectacles with a
purpose far greater than entertaining. Combined with authoritative text by
Smith, the visual images round out this examination of the roots of the Mardi
Gras Indians and current practices of the whole range of African-American
cultural societies and parading groups in the Crescent City.
Michael P. Smith is a native of New Orleans and an award-winning
professional free-lance photographer. His special respect for the musical and
cultural history of New Orleans has earned him the general trust of various
ethnic groups he has documented and written about. Smith's work has been
presented in the Museum of American History at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C., and numerous other museums in America and Europe. He has
received two Photographer's Fellowships from the National Endowment for the
Arts, and his prints have toured worldwide under the auspices of the United
States Information Service. He is also the author of New Orleans Jazz
Fest: A Pictorial History and Spirit World: Pattern in the
Expressive Folk Culture of African-American New Orleans .
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Mardi Gras Indians. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Mardi Gras Indians. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Pete Dominguez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Mardi Gras Indians.

Don Numbers:

Mardi Gras Indians can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Mardi Gras Indians nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Bruce Harrison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Mardi Gras Indians.
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