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The sensational discovery of the Nag Hammadi Coptic Library in Egypt in 1945-46 has revolutionized the
study of the origins and development of the ancient religious phenomenon known as Gnosticism. It has
brought to light many hitherto unknown Gnostic texts and is forcing a reappraisal of the traditional picture of
Gnosticism as in essence a Christian heresy.

This work focuses on several foundational Gnostic textsÂ—the 'Sethian texts'. Earlier discoveries of
Mandaean and Manichaean texts had suggested that the origins of Gnosticism might lie in an oriental
religion of redemption, culturally far removed from their pre-Christian context. But the Sethian texts suggest
that these Pre-Christian Gnostics were fundamentally influenced by Jewish ideas.

Alastair Logan identifies these Gnostics in their developing, essentially Christian context, isolates the earliest
forms of their foundational myth in Irenaeus of Lyons (130?-200? CE) and the Apocryphon of John, and
traces its development until it underwent a Sethian reinterpretation in the early third century CE. In exploring
the fascinating interrelationship of Gnostic and Christian ideas, he relates a series of Nag Hammadi texts to
the Gnostics; examines the literary and theological evolution of the two main versions of the Apocryphon in
terms of Gnostic cosmology, anthropology, soteriology and eschatology; demonstrates how similar were the
theological and soteriological concerns of Gnostics and 'orthodox'; and argues that the Gnostics were the first
Christian Platonists, the first to develop a Trinity (of Father, Mother and Son), and the first to make post-
baptismal chrismation central to Christian initiation.

Dr. Logan overturns many common misunderstandings about Gnosticism. The Gnostics felt themselves to be
Christians, true interpreters of the message of the unknown God of love first revealed in Christ, the heavenly
Son.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Santiago:

The feeling that you get from Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic
Paperback) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) instantly.

Diana Brunswick:

This Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic
Paperback) can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ronald Karl:

The particular book Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Irene Hoyt:

This Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy (Academic Paperback) in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt that?
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