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The traumas and controversies of the 1960s—the civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and the pervasive
antiauthoritarian spirit so evident on college campuses—infiltrated American public high schools. Students
challenging their relegation to the world of children demanded the right to express their political views and
to have a voice in decisions about their education. Adopting the activist tactics of the times, they organized
strikes and demonstrations, initiated petitions and boycotts, and sought recourse through lawsuits and
occasional violence.

As racial tensions flared across the country, high schools became a crucial arena for the civil rights
movement. Drawing upon the memories of students and teachers as well as education journals, court cases,
and news magazines, Young Activists provides an insider’s look at desegregation in all regions of the
country, with a candid discussion of Black and Brown Power militancy and the reaction of white students.
Debates about the war in Vietnam also rattled the high schools as young men and women—potential draftees
and their colleagues—clashed over their judgments of American policy. In addition to these large social
issues, student activists had their own specific agendas: relaxing dress codes, taking part in school
governance, and initiating changes to the curriculum.

School authorities responded, warily but often positively. By the time activism waned in the mid-1970s,
students had succeeded in making their high schools more open, more democratic, and more in tune with the
times. Graham demonstrates that, although teenagers were indisputably influenced by the events reshaping
the wider world, they were neither pawns nor mere mimics of their elders. Rather, they drew upon the
rhetoric and strategies available to them in the 1960s to promote their own interests.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Torres:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Young
Activists: American High School Students in the Age of Protest is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Nellie Ferguson:

The particular book Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age of Protest will bring one to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Young Activists: American High
School Students in the Age of Protest is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Tim Walton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be examine. Young Activists: American High School Students in the Age
of Protest can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Danna Bullock:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Young
Activists: American High School Students in the Age of Protest when you required it?
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