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Perhaps no instrument better represents the music of Appalachia than the fretted dulcimer. The instrument
was no longer confined to back porches and local music halls when Jean Ritchie so melodically thrust herself
and her dulcimer into the national limelight during the folk revival of the 1950s. But where did the dulcimer,
known to exist in no other folk culture in the world, come from? In The Story of the Dulcimer, Ralph Lee
Smith traces the dulcimer's beginnings back to European immigration to America in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. As German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania and Appalachia, they brought with them
scheitholts, a type of northern European fretted zither. As German immigrants intermingled with English and
Scotch-Irish immigrants, the scheitholt, which was customarily played to a slower tempo in German cultural
music, began to be musically integrated into the faster tempos of English and Scotch-Irish ballads and folk
songs. As Appalachia absorbed an increasing flow of English and Scotch-Irish immigrants and the musical
traditions they brought with them, the scheitholt steadily evolved into an instrument that reflected this folk
music amalgamation, and the modern dulcimer was born. In this second edition, Smith brings the dulcimer's
history into the twenty-first century with a new preface and updates to the original edition. Copiously
illustrated with images of both antique scheitholts and contemporary dulcimers, The Story of the Dulcimer is
a testament to the enduring musical heritage of Appalachia and solves one of the region's musical mysteries.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Rose:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music). Try to
face the book The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) as your pal. It means that it can being
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Elisabeth McBee:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music).

Donald Scott:

Beside this specific The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and
read it from today!

Alice Concannon:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K.
Wolfe Music) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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