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The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 reconstructs how eighteenth-century British readers invented further
adventures for beloved characters, including Gulliver, Falstaff, Pamela, and Tristram Shandy. Far from being
close-ended and self-contained, the novels and plays in which these characters first appeared were treated by
many as merely a starting point, a collective reference perpetually inviting augmentation through an
astonishing wealth of unauthorized sequels. Characters became an inexhaustible form of common property,
despite their patent authorship. Readers endowed them with value, knowing all the while that others were
doing the same and so were collectively forging a new mode of virtual community.

By tracing these practices, David A. Brewer shows how the literary canon emerged as much "from below" as
out of any of the institutions that have been credited with their invention. Indeed, he reveals the astonishing
degree to which authors had to cajole readers into granting them authority over their own creations, authority
that seems self-evident to a modern audience.

In its innovative methodology and its unprecedented attention to the productive interplay between the
audience, the book as a material artifact, and the text as an immaterial entity, The Afterlife of Character,
1726-1825 offers a compelling new approach to eighteenth-century studies, the history of the book, and the
very idea of character itself.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

The book The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts)? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Robert Rochester:

This The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) without we realize teach the
one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Afterlife
of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Afterlife of
Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Carl Brinkley:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you get
it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
throughout you if you take The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) as the daily resource
information.

Hector Medlin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825
(Material Texts) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Afterlife of Character,
1726-1825 (Material Texts) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one



book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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