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'Wilkinson's prose is vigorous, direct, and often very funny ... There is not a dull page in the book. At
the same time, its purpose is entirely serious ... There could scarcely be a better way of drawing the
non-specialist reader into the intricate world of seventeenth-century France.' – History Review

This lively and accessible biography focuses on Louis' personal life while keeping the needs of the history
student at the forefront, featuring analysis of Louis' wider significance in history and the surrounding
historiography.

A narrative account of Louis' life, this study proposes that the Sun King's reign and legacy cannot be fully
understood without a detailed analysis of Louis' private life and personality, including his upbringing and his
many lovers. Louis' relations with his closest family set the tone for the treatment of his French subjects and
for his foreign policy towards the rest of Europe.

This book balances the undeniable cultural achievements of the reign against the realities of Louis' egotism
and argues that, when viewed critically, Louis' rule (1643–1715) personified the disadvantages of absolute
monarchy and inexorably led to social and political blunders resulting in the suffering of millions. Richard
Wilkinson demonstrates that while Louis excelled as a self publicist, he fell far short of being a great
monarch.

A must read for all students and those with a general interest in one of history's most colourful rulers.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Beery:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies).

Duane Vega:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) as your
daily resource information.

Raymond Augustus:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Jack Bell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Louis XIV (Routledge Historical Biographies)
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Louis XIV (Routledge Historical
Biographies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading in which.
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