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Preeminent Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro shows how the tumultuous events in 1606 influenced three
of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedies written that year—King Lear, Macbeth, and Antony and Cleopatra. “The
Year of Lear is irresistible—a banquet of wisdom” (The New York Times Book Review).

In the years leading up to 1606, Shakespeare’s great productivity had ebbed. But that year, at age forty-two,
he found his footing again, finishing a play he had begun the previous autumn—King Lear—then writing
two other great tragedies, Macbeth and Antony and Cleopatra.

It was a memorable year in England as well—a terrorist plot conceived by a small group of Catholic gentry
had been uncovered at the last hour. The foiled Gunpowder Plot would have blown up the king and royal
family along with the nation’s political and religious leadership. The aborted plot renewed anti-Catholic
sentiment and laid bare divisions in the kingdom.

It was against this background that Shakespeare finished Lear, a play about a divided kingdom, then wrote a
tragedy that turned on the murder of a Scottish king, Macbeth. He ended this astonishing year with a third
masterpiece no less steeped in current events and concerns: Antony and Cleopatra.

“Exciting and sometimes revelatory, in The Year of Lear, James Shapiro takes a closer look at the political
and social turmoil that contributed to the creation of three supreme masterpieces” (The Washington Post). He
places them in the context of their times, while also allowing us greater insight into how Shakespeare was
personally touched by such events as a terrible outbreak of plague and growing religious divisions. “His
great gift is to make the plays seem at once more comprehensible and more staggering” (The New York
Review of Books). For anyone interested in Shakespeare, this is an indispensable book.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is The
Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606.

Kenneth Poor:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get ahead of. The The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Doug Martin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in
1606 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 become your own personal starter.

Blanche Jackson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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