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On the afternoon of December 30, 1903, during a sold-out matinee performance, a fire broke out in
Chicago’s Iroquois Theatre. In the short span of twenty minutes, more than six hundred people were
asphyxiated, burned, or trampled to death in a panicked mob’s failed attempt to escape. In Chicago Death
Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903, Nat Brandt provides a detailed chronicle of this horrific event to
assess not only the titanic tragedy of the fire itself but also the municipal corruption and greed that kindled
the flames beforehand and the political cover-ups hidden in the smoke and ash afterwards.

Advertised as “absolutely fireproof,” the Iroquois was Chicago’s most modern playhouse when it opened in
the fall of 1903. With the approval of the city’s building department, theater developers Harry J. Powers and
William J. Davis opened the theater prematurely to take full advantage of the holiday crowds, ignoring
flagrant safety violations in the process.

The aftermath of the fire proved to be a study in the miscarriage of justice. Despite overwhelming evidence
that the building had not been completed, that fire safety laws were ignored, and that management had
deliberately sealed off exits during the performance, no one was ever convicted or otherwise held
accountable for the enormous loss of life.

Lavishly illustrated and featuring an introduction by Chicago historians Perry R. Duis and Cathlyn
Schallhorn, Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 is rich with vivid details about this
horrific disaster, captivatingly presented in human terms without losing sight of the broader historical
context.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
associated with Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Richard Hennessy:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903.

Michael Major:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903
can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Yolanda Harris:

The book untitled Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.
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