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During the 1950's, US Army medical officers noted a new and puzzling syndrome that contemporary
psychiatry could neither explain nor cure. These doctors reported that Puerto Rican soldiers under stress
behaved in a very peculiar and dramatic manner, exhibiting a theatrical form of pseudo-epilepsy. Startled
physicians observed frightened and disoriented patients foaming at the mouth, screaming, biting, kicking,
shaking in seizures, and fainting. The phenomenon seemed to correspond to a serious neurological disease
yet, as with some forms of hysteria, physical examination failed to identify any sign of an organic origin.
This unusual set of symptoms, entered into medical records as "a group of striking psychopathological
reaction patterns, precipitated by minor stress," and was designated "Puerto Rican Syndrome."

In this lucid and sophisticated new work, Patricia Gherovici thoroughly examines the so-called Puerto Rican
Syndrome in the contemporary world, its social and cultural implications for the growing Hispanic
population in the US and, therefore, for the US as a whole. As a mental illness that is, allegedly, uniquely
Puerto Rican, this syndrome links nationality and culture to a psychiatric disease whose reappearance recalls
the spectacular hysteria that led to the discovery of the unconscious and the birth of psychoanalysis.
Gherovici beautifully and systematically uses the combined insights of Freud and Lacan to examine the
current state of psychoanalysis and the Hispanic community in America. Blending these insights with
history, current events, and her own case material, Gherovici provides a startling, fresh look at Puerto Rican
Syndrome as social and cultural phenomenon. She sheds new light on the future of American society and
argues that psychoanalysis is not only possible, but much needed in the ghetto.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Smith:

The ability that you get from The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies)
instantly.

Bradley Simpson:

The actual book The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Patrick Taylor:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Puerto Rican Syndrome
(Cultural Studies) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react to
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) become your personal starter.

Eddie Barber:

Beside this particular The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) in your phone, it may give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have The Puerto Rican Syndrome (Cultural Studies) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen
if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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