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Arising triumphantly from the ashes of its predecessor, the phoenix has been an enduring symbol of
resilience and renewal for thousands of years. But how did this mythical bird become so famous that it has
played a part in cultures around the world and throughout human history? How much of its story do we
actually know? Here to offer a comprehensive biography and engaging (un)natural history of the phoenix is
Joseph Nigg, esteemed expert on mythical creatures—from griffins and dragons to sea monsters.

Beginning in ancient Egypt and traveling around the globe and through the centuries, Nigg’s vast and
sweeping narrative takes readers on a brilliant tour of the cross-cultural lore of this famous, yet little-known,
immortal bird. Seeking both the similarities and the differences in the phoenix’s many myths and
representations, Nigg describes its countless permutations over millennia, including legends of the Chinese
“phoenix,” which was considered one of the sacred creatures that presided over China’s destiny; classical
Greece and Rome, where it can be found in the writings of Herodotus and Ovid; nascent and medieval
Christianity, in which it came to embody the resurrection; and in Europe during the Renaissance, when it was
a popular emblem of royals. Nigg examines the various phoenix traditions, the beliefs and tales associated
with them, their symbolic and metaphoric use, the skepticism and speculation they’ve raised, and their
appearance in religion, bestiaries, and even contemporary popular culture, in which the ageless bird of
renewal is employed as a mascot and logo, including for our own University of Chicago.

Never bested by hardship or defeated by death, the phoenix is the ultimate icon of hope and rebirth. And in
The Phoenix: An Unnatural Biography of a Mythical Beast, it finally has its due—a complete chronicle
worthy of such a fantastic and phantasmal creature. This entertaining and informative look at the
life and transformation of the phoenix will be the authoritative source for anyone fascinated by folklore and
mythology, re-igniting our curiosity about one of myth’s greatest beasts.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Dixon:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Phoenix: An Unnatural
Biography of a Mythical Beast book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Lou Bryant:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Phoenix: An Unnatural Biography of a
Mythical Beast book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Daniel England:

The reserve untitled The Phoenix: An Unnatural Biography of a Mythical Beast is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Phoenix: An Unnatural Biography of a
Mythical Beast from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sandra Lester:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Phoenix: An Unnatural Biography of a Mythical Beast
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Phoenix: An Unnatural Biography of a Mythical
Beast.
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