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The Bildungsroman is a genre novel whose territory is well traveled, that of a young and often alienated hero
on the cusp of maturity, intent on discovering who he or she is and being true to that identity. The German
word Bildung refers to forming and shaping, and the first Bildungsromane in 18th-century Germany focused
on the hero’s self-formation. Modernists such as Thomas Hardy, D. H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Oscar Wilde,
and Virginia Woolf adopted and reinvigorated the Bildungsroman form as a means of telling stories about
longing and transition.   With this first major study of the historical context of the English and Irish
Bildungsroman, Gregory Castle revisits the genre with a special interest in self-development and identity, as
well as the viability of the classical concept of Bildung in the modernist era. 
 
Drawing on German philosopher Theodor Adorno’s theory of negative dialectics (which values the negative
moment as a potentially critical force), Castle demonstrates the ongoing relevance of the Bildungsroman
form and its powerful capacity for social and cultural critique. Its vitality is due in large measure to its ability
to represent, in a self-consciously critical fashion, the complex and contradictory modes of self-development
that have arisen in late modernity. The author contends that modernism managed to rehabilitate one of the
most conventional genres in the history of literature. Examining such works as D. H. Lawrence’s Sons and
Lovers and James Joyce’s APortrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Castle provides a significant scholarly
contribution to literary criticism that will be of interest to students and scholars of modernism, the modernist
novel, and Irish studies, as well as the problem of education and class in English and Irish literature.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Solomon Pepper:

The book Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Reading the Modernist
Bildungsroman? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Reading the Modernist
Bildungsroman has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Geneva Milbourn:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides
high quality.

Clyde King:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Reading
the Modernist Bildungsroman to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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