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The Nusayri-'Alawi faith is an excellent example of a syncretistic esoteric religion with self-conscious elite
who zealously guarded its sectarian literature. The faith fuses elements of cults and creeds of ancient pagan
religions, Persian religion, Christianity, Gnosticism, Sunni and especially Shi'i Islam, in a syncretistic system
that is clothed in heterodox Shi'i garb. This book presents a critical edition and study of Kitab al-Ma'arif
(Book of Knowledge), authored by the early 11th century sage Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani. Al-
Tabarani was an outstanding communal leader and theologian in the formative period of the Nusayri
religion, and became a prominent figure in the golden chain of Nusayri tradition. This seminal work is a
compendium of Nusayri theology and liturgy, forming part of al-Tabarani's larger project to systematize the
beliefs and practices of the developing religion and to consolidate its self-definition through a corpus of
religious paideia. As such, this work, together with al-Tabarani's other writings, played a crucial role in
transforming the meaning and practice of Islam by shaping the new religion's identity as the true Shi'a,
reminiscent of antinomian Pauline Christianity and its definition of verus Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Here thing why this kind of Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition
with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an
Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b.
Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction
(Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) in e-book can be your alternate.

Suzanne Cicero:

The ability that you get from Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition
with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) may be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an
Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this particular Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an
Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) instantly.

Brenda Robert:

The book untitled Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an
Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new
age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.



John Moreno:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id
Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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