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This is a sustained inquiry into the thought of the influential scholar and critic Irving Babbitt (1865-1933),
intellectual leader of the movement known as the New Humanism. Milton Hindus considers the subjects that
most interested Babbitt: ethics, literature, education, and social and political conservatism in the United
States. In their most general sense, his concerns were man and his nature as the root of all social order. For
Babbitt, efforts to improve social conditions must begin and end with the individual human being.

In rejecting notions that society is primarily responsible for moral deficiencies in the individual, or that the
individual is bom good only to be corrupted by society, Babbitt places responsibility squarely with the
individual. As Hindus shows, Babbitt sees human beings as a mixture of good and evil impulses, shaped by
what he called "the inner check." Virtue is thus a result of self-discipline, reinforced and confirmed by habit.

Babbitt's thinking, emphasizing as it does proven values and accepted wisdom, calls upon us to advance
ourselves by rediscovery of the lessons of the past. Hindus demonstrates that Babbitt has much to offer us as
we consider contemporary social and political issues. In contrast to those who emphasize avant-garde
postures and fashionable ideologies, as well as those conservative followers of outdated theories and dead-
end formulas, Babbitt's reinvigorating spirit inspires new insights.

Although there have been a number of studies of Irving Babbitt and the New Humanism, Hindus is singular
in his combination of detailed consideration of a number of Babbitt's books with his own essays on
contemporary issues, approached in what Hindus calls a Babbitian spirit. Like Babbitt's own writings, this
book is addressed to the general reader. It will be of particular importance to teachers of comparative
literature and those interested in the connections between literature and social thought and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

The book Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the Social
Fabric) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the good thing like a book Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture
(Industrial Development and the Social Fabric)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the Social
Fabric) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Chestnut:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture
(Industrial Development and the Social Fabric) as the daily resource information.

Robert King:

The book Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the Social
Fabric) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Kaye Reynolds:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the
Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the Social Fabric) can be the answer, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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