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In this important new work, Jerry Day brings to light the need for an extensive reinterpretation of the mature
philosophy of Eric Voegelin, based on Voegelin’s published and unpublished appreciation for nineteenth-
century German philosopher F. W. J. Schelling.
Schelling, whom Day maintains was one of the most important guides to Voegelin’s mature philosophy of
consciousness and historiography, has been described as the father of several disparate movements and
schools of continental philosophy—chief among them being “Hegelian” idealism and existentialism. This
characterization implies that Schelling was a scattered thinker with little or no appreciation for philosophy as
a disciplined inquiry into the nature of human affairs.
Voegelin was critical of this portrayal of Schelling. He argued that it lacked proper sensitivity for the
impressive extent to which this giant of continental thought was able to rise above the “creed communities”
of his time and recover the abiding concern of mature philosophers everywhere: the philosophia perennis.
Those who claim that Schelling was scattered have failed, according to Voegelin, to appreciate the
nonideological breadth of this great philosopher, misled by the splinter movements and schools that arose
from mere fragments of his thought. In truth, Schelling founded no school and launched no movement.
Instead, he reasoned with the disciplined integrity and wonder of a “spiritual realist.”
Day argues that Voegelin was a fine interpreter of Schelling, particularly during the decisive years when the
central orientation of Voegelin’s mature thought was beginning to take hold—between the writing of his
History of Political Ideas and its eventual transformation into Order and History. Day gathers an impressive
array of evidence to interpret Voegelin’s little-known support for Schelling’s achievements, while offering
detailed analyses and helpful summaries of a vast body of literature that has yet to be translated into English.
Day’s partial agreement with Voegelin’s uncommon assessment of Schelling provides him with the point of
departure that leads to one of this book’s most distinctive contributions to contemporary thought. It has the
rare ability to help clear the way for philosophical realists to make peace with many of their contemporaries,
giving them further grounds for accepting the strongest anthropological and psychological insights of recent
continental philosophy, while helping them to avoid its tendencies toward nihilistic despair or fideistic
historicism.
By reading each philosopher through the eyes of the other, Day provides an analysis that will be illuminating
for Voegelin scholars and Schelling scholars alike. The book will also appeal to readers with more general
interests in the history and development of continental philosophy, political theory, and comparative religion
over the past century.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Voegelin, Schelling, and the
Philosophy of Historical Existence. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Joseph Thomas:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existence your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existence giving
you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life
on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Todd Pfeifer:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy
of Historical Existence is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rosario Jones:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy
of Historical Existence can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Voegelin,
Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existence.
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