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George McClure offers here a far-reaching analysis of the role of consolation in Italian Renaissance culture,
showing how the humanists' interest in despair, and their effort to open up this realm in both social and
personal terms, signaled a shift toward a heightened secularization in European thought. Analyzing works by
fourteenth-and fifteenth-century writers, from Petrarch to Marsilio Ficino, McClure examines the treatment
of such problems as bereavement, fear of death, illness, despair, and misfortune. These writers, who evinced
a belief in the legitimacy of secular sadness, tried to forge a wisdom that in their view dealt more realistically
with the art of living and dying than did the disputations of scholastic philosophy and theology.

Arguing that consolatory concerns helped spur the revival of classical schools of psychological thought,
McClure reveals that the humanists sought comfort from once-neglected troves of Stoic, Peripatetic,
Epicurean, Platonic, and Christian thought. He contends that the humanists' pursuit of solace and their duty
as consolers provided not only a forum but perhaps also an incentive for the articulation of prominent
Renaissance themes concerning immortality, the dignity of man, and the sanctity of worldly endeavor.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Christen Arnold:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Sorrow and Consolation
in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Stacy Perry:

The book Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Sorrow and Consolation in
Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Selma Lang:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism
(Princeton Legacy Library) as your daily resource information.

Ronald Malone:

The actual book Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Sorrow and Consolation in Italian
Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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