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This highly original work demonstrates the fundamental role of customary law for the realization of
Indigenous peoples’ human rights and for sound national and international legal governance. The book
reviews the legal status of customary law and its relationship with positive and natural law from the time of
Plato up to the present. It examines its growing recognition in constitutional and international law and its
dependence on and at times strained relationship with human rights law. 

The author analyzes the role of customary law in tribal, national and international governance of Indigenous
peoples’ lands, resources and cultural heritage. He explores the challenges and opportunities for its
recognition by courts and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, including issues of proof of law and
conflicts between customary practices and human rights. He throws light on the richness inherent in legal
diversity and key principles of customary law and their influence in legal practice and on emerging notions
of intercultural equity and justice. He concludes that Indigenous peoples’ rights to their customary legal
regimes and states’ obligations to respect and recognize customary law, in order to secure their human rights,
are principles of international customary law, and as such binding on all states. 

At a time when the self-determination, land, resources and cultural heritage of Indigenous peoples are
increasingly under threat, this accessible book presents the key issues for both legal and non-legal scholars,
practitioners, students of human rights and environmental justice, and Indigenous peoples themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Schrader:

The knowledge that you get from Indigenous Peoples, Customary Law and Human Rights - Why Living Law
Matters will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Indigenous Peoples,
Customary Law and Human Rights - Why Living Law Matters giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular Indigenous Peoples, Customary Law and Human Rights - Why Living Law
Matters instantly.

Bruce Healy:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Indigenous Peoples, Customary Law and Human Rights -
Why Living Law Matters why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jennifer Barton:

This Indigenous Peoples, Customary Law and Human Rights - Why Living Law Matters is great guide for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Indigenous Peoples, Customary Law and Human
Rights - Why Living Law Matters in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Edwina Hinkle:

The book untitled Indigenous Peoples, Customary Law and Human Rights - Why Living Law Matters
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book



because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.
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