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When J. Edgar Hoover declared Herbert Aptheker "the most dangerous Communist in the United States," the
notorious FBI director misconstrued his true significance. In this first book-length biography of Aptheker
(1915–2003), Gary Murrell provides a balanced yet unflinching assessment of the controversial figure who
was at once a leading historian of African America, radical political activist, literary executor of W. E. B. Du
Bois, and lifelong member of the American Communist Party. Although blacklisted at U.S. universities,
Aptheker published dozens of books, including the groundbreaking American Negro Slave Revolts (1943)
and the monumental seven-volume Documentary History of the Negro People (1951–1994). He also edited
four volumes of the correspondence and unpublished writings of Du Bois, an achievement that Eric Foner,
writing in the New York Times Book Review, called "a milestone in the coming of age of Afro-American
history."

As Murrell shows, Aptheker the historian was inseparable from Aptheker the leading Communist Party
intellectual, polemicist, and agitator. During the 1960s, his ability to rouse and inspire both black and white
student radicals made him one of the few Old Leftists accepted by the New Left. Aptheker had joined the
CPUSA during its heyday in the 1930s, convinced that only through the party's leadership could fascism be
defeated and true liberation be achieved: he ended his affiliation five decades later in 1991 after the collapse
of socialism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

In an afterword, Bettina Aptheker adds to Murrell's narrative by illuminating her mother Fay's vital
contributions to her father's work and by affirming the particularly devastating challenges of life in a family
dedicated to radical political and social change.
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From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book The Most Dangerous Communist in the
United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Anita Cannon:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Most Dangerous Communist in the
United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Beverly McClendon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Most Dangerous Communist in the United
States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
We need to have The Most Dangerous Communist in the United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker.

James Yancey:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Most Dangerous Communist in the United
States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Most Dangerous Communist in the United States": A Biography of Herbert Aptheker has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.
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