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The wildfires that spread across Southern California in the fall of 2003 were devastating in their scale-
twenty-two deaths, thousands of homes destroyed and many more threatened, hundreds of thousands of acres
burned. What had gone wrong? And why, after years of discussion of fire policy, are some of America's
most spectacular conflagrations arising now, and often not in a remote wilderness but close to large
settlements?

That is the opening to a brilliant discussion of the politics of fire by one of the country's most knowledgeable
writers on the subject, Stephen J. Pyne. Once a fire fighter himself (for fifteen seasons, on the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon) and now a professor at Arizona State University, Pyne gives us for the first time a book-
length discussion of fire policy, of how we have come to this pass, and where we might go from here.

Tending Fire provides a remarkably broad, sometimes startling context for understanding fire. Pyne traces
the "ancient alliance" between fire and humanity, delves into the role of European expansion and the creation
of fire-prone public lands, and then explores the effects wrought by changing policies of "letting burn" and
suppression. How, the author asks, can we better protect ourselves against the fires we don't want, and better
promote those we do?

Pyne calls for important reforms in wildfire management and makes a convincing plea for a more
imaginative conception of fire, though always grounded in a vivid sense of fire's reality. "Amid the shouting
and roar, a central fact remains," he writes. "Fire isn't listening. It doesn't feel our pain. It doesn't care-really,
really doesn't care. It understands a language of wind, drought, woods, grass, brush, and terrain, and it will
ignore anything stated otherwise."

Rich in insight, wide-ranging in its subject, and clear-eyed in its proposals, Tending Fire is for anyone
fascinated by fire, fire policy, or human culture.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Leigh Brown:

The book Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Clara Bearden:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides
high quality.

Daniel Bryant:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Tending Fire: Coping With America's Wildland Fires we can take more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Tending Fire: Coping With



America's Wildland Fires. You can more desirable than now.
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