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*Includes pictures of Montezuma, Cortés and important people, places, and events.
*Includes Cortés's Second Letter to Charles V, one of the most descriptive firsthand accounts of the Aztecs
and Tenochtitlan.
*Discusses the Aztec Empire, the city of Tenochtitlan, and the human sacrifice rituals.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.

“Among these temples there is one which far surpasses all the rest, whose grandeur of architectural details no
human tongue is able to describe; for within its precincts, surrounded by a lofty wall, there is room enough
for a town of five hundred families.” – Hernán Cortés
"Cortés and all of us captains and soldiers wept for him, and there was no one among us that knew him and
had dealings with him who did not mourn him as if he were our father, which was not surprising, since he
was so good. It was stated that he had reigned for seventeen years, and was the best king they ever had in
Mexico..." – Bernal Díaz del Castillo
During the Age of Exploration, some of the most famous and infamous individuals were Spain’s best known
conquistadors. Naturally, as the best known conquistador, Hernán Cortés (1485-1547) is also the most
controversial. Like Christopher Columbus before him, Cortés was lionized for his successes for centuries
without questioning his tactics or motives, while indigenous views of the man have been overwhelmingly
negative for the consequences his conquests had on the Aztecs and other natives in the region. Just about the
only thing everyone agrees upon is that Cortés had a profound impact on the history of North America.
Of course, the lionization and demonization of Cortés often take place without fully analyzing the man
himself, especially because there are almost no contemporaneous sources that explain what his thinking and
motivation was. If anything, Cortés seemed to have been less concerned with posterity or the effects of the
Spanish conquest on the natives than he was on relations with the Mother Country itself. Of the few things
that are known about Cortés, it appears that he was both extremely ambitious and fully cognizant of politics
and political intrigue, even in a New World thousands of miles west of Spain itself. Cortés spent much of his
time in Mexico and the New World defending himself against other Spanish officials in the region, as well as
trying to portray and position himself in a favorable light back home.
The Spanish conquest of the Aztecs and some of the myths and legends surrounding it have made
Moctezuma II (and variations of his name like Montezuma) instantly recognizable around the globe. Still, his
life is shrouded in mystery; Bernal Diaz del Castillo’s The Conquest of New Spain and Miguel Leon-
Portilla’s translation of the Aztec observation of the conquest, The Broken Spears, recorded but a few details
about the last Aztec ruler’s life. Also, these two sources are only concerned with the circumstances
surrounding the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs and therefore only deal with the very end of Moctecuma II’s
life and reign. Thus, his early life largely remains a mystery.
So what is known about the famous Aztec ruler? Naturally, there is still a fierce debate over what happened
during the conquest of the Aztec, and one of the most controversial episodes of the conquest was
Moctezuma’s death. But all of the sources agree that Moctezuma – sometimes called Moctezuma the
Younger – generally possessed a reputation as a valiant warrior and was considered a courageous combat
leader among his people. Myths and legends have helped fill in the blanks, regardless of their accuracy, and
many of them have since become the best known details of Moctezuma’s life.
Cortes and Montezuma chronicles the lives and legacies of the conquistador and the emperor whose empire



he conquered. Along with pictures, a bibliography and more, you will learn about Cortes and Montezuma
like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Hernan Cortes and
Montezuma: The Conquistador and the Conquered. All type of book can you see on many options. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Wendy Ray:

This Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and the Conquered book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and
the Conquered without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't be worry Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and the Conquered can
bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and the
Conquered having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Joshua Stickley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and the Conquered your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and the Conquered
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Mary Curtis:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Hernan Cortes and Montezuma: The Conquistador and the
Conquered was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how



big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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