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How did the affliction we now know as insanity move from a religious phenomenon to a medical one? How
did social class, gender, and ethnicity affect the experience of mental trauma and the way psychiatrists
diagnosed and treated patients? In answering these questions, this important volume mines the rich and
unusually detailed records of one of Germany's first modern insane asylums, the Eberbach Asylum in the
duchy of Nassau. It is a book on the historical relationship between madness and modernity that both builds
upon and challenges Michel Foucault's landmark work on this topic, a bold study that gives generous
consideration to madness from the patient's perspective while also shedding new light on sexuality, politics,
and antisemitism in nineteenth-century Germany.

Drawing on the case records of several hundred asylum patients, Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern
Madness reconstructs the encounters of state officials and medical practitioners with peasant madness and
deviancy during a transitional period in the history of both Germany and psychiatry. As author Ann
Goldberg explains, this era witnessed the establishment of psychiatry as a legitimate medical specialty during
a time of social upheaval, as Germany underwent the shift toward a capitalist order and the modern state.
Focusing on such "illnesses" as religious madness, nymphomania, and masturbatory insanity, as well as the
construct of Jewishness, she probes the daily encounters in which psychiatric categories were applied,
experienced, and resisted within the settings of family, village, and insane asylum.

The book is a model of microhistory, breaking new ground in the historiography of psychiatry as it
synthetically applies approaches from "the history of everyday life," anthropology, poststructuralism, and
feminist studies. In contrast to earlier, anecdotal studies of "the asylum patient," Goldberg employs
diagnostic patterns to illuminate the ways in which madness--both in psychiatric practice and in the
experience of patients--was structured by gender, class, and "race." She thus examines both the social basis
of rural mental trauma in the Vormärz and the political and medical practices that sought to refashion this
experience.

This study sheds light on a range of issues concerning gender, religion, class relations, ethnicity, and state-
building. It will appeal to students and scholars of a number of disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Sex, Religion, and the Making of
Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849 will make you to be smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or suitable book with you?

James Brown:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum
and German Society, 1815-1849 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Curtis Swasey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach
Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cynthia Barksdale:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness:
The Eberbach Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849 to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Sex, Religion, and the Making of



Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849 can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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