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One of the most important writers and thinkers of the Renaissance, Michel de Montaigne (1533-92) helped
invent a literary genre that seemed more modern than anything that had come before. But did he do it, as he
suggests in his Essays, by retreating to his chateau, turning his back on the world, and stoically detaching
himself from his violent times? In this definitive biography, Philippe Desan, one of the world's leading
authorities on Montaigne, overturns this longstanding myth by showing that Montaigne was constantly
concerned with realizing his political ambitions--and that the literary and philosophical character of the
Essays largely depends on them. The most comprehensive and authoritative biography of Montaigne yet
written, this sweeping narrative offers a fascinating new picture of his life and work.

As Desan shows, Montaigne always considered himself a political figure and he conceived of each edition of
the Essays as an indispensable prerequisite to the next stage of his public career. He lived through eight civil
wars, successfully lobbied to be raised to the nobility, and served as mayor of Bordeaux, special ambassador,
and negotiator between Henry III and Henry of Navarre. It was only toward the very end of Montaigne's life,
after his political failure, that he took refuge in literature. But, even then, it was his political experience that
enabled him to find the right tone for his genre.

In this essential biography, we discover a new Montaigne--caught up in the events of his time, making no
separation between private and public life, and guided by strategy first in his words and silences. Neither
candid nor transparent, but also not yielding to the cynicism of his age, this Montaigne lends a new depth to
the Montaigne of literary legend.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Montaigne: A Life will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Celia Norton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Montaigne: A Life as the daily resource information.

Tommie Matthews:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Montaigne: A Life can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Jessica Henriquez:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Montaigne: A Life can make you experience more interested to read.
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