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"Dance is a powerful, frequently adopted symbol of the way people feel about themselves." So concludes the
author of this book, a general introduction to the anthropology of dance. Since anthropology has broadened
its horizons to include Western, industrialised and urban societies, the study of dance culture may, with equal
legitimacy, observe ballet, the Hawaiian hula, the classical tradition of Bharata Natyam, the pigeon wings
and polkas of the Californian gold rush miners, and the minuets of colonial Virginia planters. Dance makes
its unique contribution to society and culture by virtue of its form and expression; at the same time it is
intimately bound up with elements of religion, kinship and social organisation, politics and economics. The
fact that dance is inseparable from its means of expression - the human body making patterns in time and
space - means that it cannot be divorced from its social and cultural context. The author first explores the
various meanings that dance has had over time for different peoples. Next she focuses on the place that dance
has occupied in anthropological studies over the past one hundred years. Techniques for studying and
recording dance are discussed, including notation systems, field guides, film, and anthropological means of
participant-observation. The book then turns to structural and functional analyses, comparing them with
reference to their different purposes and capabilities. Part Two presents three perspectives frequently used by
anthropologists to view dance: the historical, the comparative and the symbolic. Extended and fascinating
case studies based on the author's research illustrate each of these perspectives: American colonial dance,
North American Indian urban powwow dancing, and Zapotec dance of the Mexican Isthmus. Part Three
discusses two categories of research that will be significant in the future but which have not yet been fully
explored. They are creativity and aesthetics, on the one hand, and communication and meaning on the other.
The author concludes by pointing to some fruitful directions for future research in dance anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book The Anthropology of Dance it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Kurt Hooper:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Anthropology of Dance is simple
to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Fatima Leonard:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Anthropology of Dance or
perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Anthropology of Dance to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Ann Conley:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Anthropology of Dance when you necessary it?
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