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Over the course of his brief career, Melvin Dixon (1950-1992) became an important critical voice for
African American scholarship as well as a widely read chronicler of the African American gay experience.
His novels Trouble the Water and Vanishing Rooms still receive considerable attention, as do his collections
of poetry and his major work of criticism, Ride Out the Wilderness: Geography and Identity in Afro-
American Literature.

In A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader, scholars Justin A. Joyce and Dwight A. McBride have collected, for the
first time in a single volume, the eight critical essays Dixon published during his lifetime. The volume
divides Dixon's critical output into three categories—"Writing Black Diaspora Theory," "Writing African
American Cultural Theory," and "Writing African American Literary Criticism"—and closes with a speech
Dixon gave to the queer writers' conference, OutWrite, in 1992, just months before he succumbed to an
AIDS-related illness.

What emerges from the essays collected here is the voice of a confident, engaging scholar, who tackles a
wide range of literary and cultural topics. Dixon examines the trickster characters of Charles W. Chesnutt,
the friendship between the Haitian novelist Jacques Roumain and Langston Hughes, and the aesthetic
importance of black speech in the novels of Gayl Jones. His address to OutWrite serves as a poignant record
of Dixon's knack to wax elegiac and poetic and to synthesize criticism, activism, and art. The introduction
places Dixon in the contexts of African American cultural history and gay/lesbian critical discourse.

Justin A. Joyce is a doctoral candidate in the department of English at the University of Illinois-Chicago.
Dwight A. McBride is Leon Forrest Professor and Chair of African American Studies at Northwestern
University and the author of Why I Hate Abercrombie & Fitch: Essays on Race and Sexuality in America and
Impossible Witnesses: Truth, Abolitionism, and Slave Testimony.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book A Melvin Dixon Critical
Reader ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book A Melvin Dixon Critical
Reader. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jose Gould:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader become your own starter.

Monika Cunniff:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Richard Lawrence:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader can give you a
lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader.
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