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The San Gabriel Mountains overlook the Los Angeles Basin, San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys on the south
and the Mojave Desert on the north. These mountains, because of their proximity to the population centers of
Southern California, have a rich heritage.

Primitive peoples once sought food, clothing and materials from the San Gabriels. Spanish missionaries and
the Californio successors cut timber and utilized the water that flowed from the mountains. Horsethieves,
preying on the huge rancho herds, used the hidden recesses for refuge. Herders pastured cattle and sheep on
the back country flats.

Gold was the lure that brought miners into the mountains. California's first gold rush occurred in Placerita
Canyon, at the western edge of the San Gabriels. Hardy prospectors swarmed into San Gabriel Canyon to
pan, sluice, long-tom and hydraulic in a frantic quest for mineral wealth. The short-lived mining camp of
Eldoradoville sprang up overnight at the elbow of the East Fork, and just as quickly disappeared in the great
flood of 1862. But flood, fire, and grizzlies failed to deter the stubborn miners, and for half a century they
continued to extract gold and silver from the mountains.

On the heels of the gold miners came the water seekers. The lowland communities and citrus orchards that
boomed to life in the 1880s needed water for domestic use and irrigation, and they hungrily captured the
flows that emitted from the canyons. In times of drought, they fought tooth and nail over the liquid gold,
each faction determined to safeguard its fair share. Mountain water was also used to generate hydroelectric
power. And water, too much of it, could be an awful scourge, necessitating the construction of flood control
dams in all the major canyons.

The pleasure seeker came into the San Gabriels in the 1880s, to fish the trout-rich streams, hunt wild game
and relax in a wilderness setting. Mountain resorts sprang up to cater to the lowland visitor. Switzer Camp in
the Arroyo Seco was the first, quickly followed by such sylvan hostelries as Martin's and Strain's camps on
Mt. Wilson, Sturtevant's Camp in Big Santa Anita Canyon, Camp Baldy in San Antonio Canyon, Glenn
Ranch in Lytle Creek, and many others. The ultimate in mountain pleasures was the Mount Lowe Railway,
which climbed from Altadena to Echo Mountain and on up to famous Ye Alpine Tavern.

The Mount Lowe Railway and, even more, the Mount Wilson Observatory, one of the early 20th century's
great scientific ventures, brought world-wide fame to the San Gabriels.

The Angeles Crest Highway and other paved thoroughfares, beginning in the 1930s, made the mountains
easily accessible to swarms of city dwellers. The San Gabriels have become a backyard playground for
thousands who live nearby. This proximity to urban centers has, in recent years, brought urban problems to
the mountains traffic congestion, pollution, vandalism and crime. How we solve these problems will
determine how the San Gabriel's will serve our recreational and watershed needs in the future.

This book details more than two hundred years of mankind's use of the San Gabriels. It includes scores of
rare photographs. It is a valuable record of the past, as well as a challenge to the future.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From
Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Robert Stitt:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The San
Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From
Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creekis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
know the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Kathe Waller:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon to
Lytle Creek why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Terry Myers:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From
Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon
to Lytle Creek to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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