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Cavalry units from Midwestern states remain largely absent from Civil War literature, and what little has

been written largely overlooks the individual men who served. The Fifth Illinois Cavalry has thus remained

obscure despite participating in some of the most important campaigns in Arkansas and Mississippi. In this

pioneering examination of that understudied regiment, Rhonda M. Kohl offers the only modern,

comprehensive analysis of a southern Illinois regiment during the Civil War and combines well-documented

military history with a cultural analysis of the men who served in the Fifth Illinois.

The regiment’s history unfolds around major events in the Western Theater from 1861 to September 1865,

including campaigns at Helena, Vicksburg, Jackson, and Meridian, as well as numerous little-known

skirmishes. Although they were led almost exclusively by Northern-born Republicans, the majority of the

soldiers in the Fifth Illinois remained Democrats. As Kohl demonstrates, politics, economics, education,

social values, and racism separated the line officers from the common soldiers, and the internal friction

caused by these cultural disparities led to poor leadership, low morale, disciplinary problems, and rampant

alcoholism.  

The narrative pulls the Fifth Illinois out of historical oblivion, elucidating the highs and lows of the soldiers’

service as well as their changing attitudes toward war goals, religion, liberty, commanding generals,

Copperheads, and alcoholism.   By reconstructing the cultural context of Fifth Illinois soldiers, Prairie Boys

Go to War reveals how social and economic traditions can shape the wartime experience.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

This book untitled The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Molly Edwards:

This The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Kenneth Hill:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Prairie Boys Go to War: The
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Leslie Bennett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Prairie Boys Go to War:
The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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