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The origins of Islam have been the subject of increasing controversy in recent years. The traditional view,
which presents Islam as a self-consciously distinct religion tied to the life and revelations of the prophet
Muhammad in western Arabia, has since the 1970s been challenged by historians engaged in critical study of
the Muslim sources.

In Muhammad and the Believers, the eminent historian Fred Donner offers a lucid and original vision of how
Islam first evolved. He argues that the origins of Islam lie in what we may call the "Believers' movement"
begun by the prophet Muhammad—a movement of religious reform emphasizing strict monotheism and
righteous behavior in conformity with God's revealed law. The Believers' movement thus included righteous
Christians and Jews in its early years, because like the Qur'anic Believers, Christians and Jews were
monotheists and agreed to live righteously in obedience to their revealed law. The conviction that Muslims
constituted a separate religious community, utterly distinct from Christians and Jews, emerged a century
later, when the leaders of the Believers' movement decided that only those who saw the Qur'an as the final
revelation of the One God and Muhammad as the final prophet, qualified as Believers. This separated them
decisively from monotheists who adhered to the Gospels or Torah.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam
was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Muhammad and the Believers: At
the Origins of Islam. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Shirley Demers:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you even now thinking Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Christopher Hartwick:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins
of Islam can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Linda Gordon:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam why because
the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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