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With the introduction of more aggressive policing, prosecution, and sentencing since the late 1970s, the
number of Americans in prison has increased dramatically. While many have credited these “get tough”
policies with lowering violent crime rates, we are only just beginning to understand the broader costs of mass
incarceration. In Barriers to Reentry? experts on labor markets and the criminal justice system investigate
how imprisonment affects ex-offenders’ employment prospects, and how the challenge of finding work after
prison affects the likelihood that they will break the law again and return to prison.

The authors examine the intersection of imprisonment and employment from many vantage points, including
employer surveys, interviews with former prisoners, and state data on prison employment programs and
post-incarceration employment rates. Ex-prisoners face many obstacles to re-entering the job market—from
employers’ fears of negligent hiring lawsuits to the lost opportunities for acquiring work experience while
incarcerated. In a study of former prisoners, Becky Pettit and Christopher Lyons find that employment
among this group was actually higher immediately after their release than before they were incarcerated, but
that over time their employment rate dropped to their pre-imprisonment levels. Exploring the demand side of
the equation, Harry Holzer, Steven Raphael, and Michael Stoll report on their survey of employers in Los
Angeles about the hiring of former criminals, in which they find strong evidence of pervasive hiring
discrimination against ex-prisoners. Devah Pager finds similar evidence of employer discrimination in an
experiment in which Milwaukee employers were presented with applications for otherwise comparable
jobseekers, some of whom had criminal records and some of whom did not. Such findings are particularly
troubling in light of research by Steven Raphael and David Weiman which shows that ex-criminals are more
likely to violate parole if they are unemployed. In a concluding chapter, Bruce Western warns that prison is
becoming the norm for too many inner-city minority males; by preventing access to the labor market, mass
incarceration is exacerbating inequality. Western argues that, ultimately, the most successful policies are
those that keep young men out of prison in the first place.

Promoting social justice and reducing recidivism both demand greater efforts to reintegrate former prisoners
into the workforce. Barriers to Reentry? cogently underscores one of the major social costs of incarceration,
and builds a compelling case for rethinking the way our country rehabilitates criminals.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Barriers to Reentry? The
Labor Market for Released Prisoners in Post-industrial America? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Shawn Proctor:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Barriers to
Reentry? The Labor Market for Released Prisoners in Post-industrial America book because this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Alice Rodriguez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Barriers to Reentry? The Labor
Market for Released Prisoners in Post-industrial America that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Barriers to Reentry? The Labor
Market for Released Prisoners in Post-industrial America become your starter.

Chuck Bryson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Barriers to Reentry? The Labor Market for Released Prisoners in Post-industrial America when
you required it?
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