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In a brilliant collaboration between writer and subject, the bestselling author of Home and City Life
illuminates Frederick Law Olmsted's role as a major cultural figure and a man at the epicenter of nineteenth-
century American history.
We know Olmsted through the physical legacy of his stunning landscapes -- among them, New York's
Central Park, California's Stanford University campus, Boston's Back Bay Fens, Illinois's Riverside
community, Asheville's Biltmore Estate, and Louisville's park system. He was a landscape architect before
that profession was founded, designed the first large suburban community in the United States, foresaw the
need for national parks, and devised one of the country's first regional plans.
Olmsted's contemporaries knew a man of even more extraordinarily diverse talents. Born in 1822, he
traveled to China on a merchant ship at the age of twenty-one. He cofounded The Nation magazine and was
an early voice against slavery. He wrote books about the South and about his exploration of the Texas
frontier. He managed California's largest gold mine and, during the Civil War, served as general secretary to
the United States Sanitary Commission, the precursor of the Red Cross.
Olmsted was both ruthlessly pragmatic and a visionary. To create Central Park, he managed thousands of
employees who moved millions of cubic yards of stone and earth and planted over 300,000 trees and shrubs.
In laying it out, "we determined to think of no results to be realized in less than forty years," he told his son,
Rick. "I have all my life been considering distant effects and always sacrificing immediate success and
applause to that of the future." To this day, Olmsted's ideas about people, nature, and society are expressed
across the nation -- above all, in his parks, so essential to the civilized life of our cities.
Rybczynski's passion for his subject and his understanding of Olmsted's immense complexity and
accomplishments make this book a triumphant work. In A Clearing in the Distance, the story of a great
nineteenth-century American becomes an intellectual adventure.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

This A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted
and America in the 19th Century without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and
America in the 19th Century can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Clearing in the
Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century having fine arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th
Century book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer connected with A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America
in the 19th Century content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A
Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Thelma Atkins:

The reserve untitled A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century is
the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A Clearing in the Distance:
Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Deborah Fishman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up



your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted
and America in the 19th Century giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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