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The Syntax of Class explores the literary expression of the crisis of social classification that occupied U.S.
public discourse in the wake of the European revolutions of 1848. Lacking a native language for expressing
class differences, American writers struggled to find social taxonomies able to capture--and manage--
increasingly apparent inequalities of wealth and power.

As new social types emerged at midcentury and, with them, new narratives of success and failure, police and
reformers alarmed the public with stories of the rise and proliferation of the "dangerous classes." At the same
time, novelists as different as Maria Cummins, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Frank Webb, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps,
and Horatio Alger Jr. focused their attention on dense engagements across the lines of class. Turning to the
middle-class idea of "home" as a figure for social harmony and to the lexicons of race and gender in their
effort to devise a syntax for the representation of class, these writers worked to solve the puzzle of inequity
in their putatively classless nation. This study charts the kaleidoscopic substitution of terms through which
they rendered class distinctions and follows these renderings as they circulated in and through a wider
cultural discourse about the dangers of class conflict.

This welcome book is a finely achieved study of the operation of class in nineteenth-century American
fiction--and of its entanglements with the languages of race and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Walker:

The book The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality in Nineteenth-Century America can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality in Nineteenth-Century America? A few of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality in
Nineteenth-Century America has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Marlin Peterson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Syntax of Class:
Writing Inequality in Nineteenth-Century America is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nicholas Poston:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality in Nineteenth-Century America.

Michael Lockwood:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality
in Nineteenth-Century America to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Syntax of Class: Writing Inequality in Nineteenth-Century
America can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this



time.
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