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Before the Computer fully explores the data processing industry in the United States from its nineteenth-
century inception down to the period when the computer became its primary tool. As James Cortada
describes what was once called the "office appliance industry," he challenges our view of the digital
computer as a revolutionary technology. Cortada interprets reliance on computers as a development within
an important segment of the American economy that was earlier represented largely by such instruments as
typewriters, tabulating machines, adding machines, and calculators. He also describes how many of the
practices of the office appliance industry evolved into those of the computer world. Drawing on previously
unavailable industry archives, the author adds to our understanding of IBM's early history and offers short
corporate histories of firms that include NCR, Burroughs, and Remington Rand. Focusing on the United
States but also including comparative material on Europe and Asia, Before the Computer will be a unique
source of knowledge about the companies that built office equipment and their enormous impact on
economic life.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, &
Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jennifer Yost:

Precisely why? Because this Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the
Industry They Created, 1865-1956 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ana Gaskill:

Beside that Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created,
1865-1956 in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington
Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Donna Solano:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, &
Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 was colorful and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry
They Created, 1865-1956 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading that will.
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