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This book is, along with Inner Grace (OUP 2008), a sequel to Phillip Cary's Augustine and the Invention of
the Inner Self (OUP 2000). In this work, Cary argues that Augustine invented the expressionist type of
semiotics widely taken for granted in modernity, where words are outward signs giving inadequate
expression to what lies within the soul. Augustine uses this new semiotics to explain why the authority of
external teaching, including Biblical authority, is useful but temporary, designed to lead to a more permanent
Platonist vision granted by the inner teacher, Christ, who is the eternal Wisdom of God. In fact, for
Augustine we literally learn nothing from words or other outward signs, which are useful only as
admonitions or reminders pointing out the right direction for us to look in order to see for ourselves, with the
inner eye of our own mind. Even our knowledge of other people is ultimately a matter of seeing what is in
their souls, not putting faith in their words.

Cary argues that for Augustine outward signs cannot give us knowledge because all bodily things are
fundamentally powerless, incapable of conveying an inner good to the soul. This also leaves no room for a
concept of efficacious external means of grace not even the flesh of Christ. The sacraments, which Augustine
was the first to describe as outward signs of inner grace, signify what is necessary for salvation but do not
confer it. Baptism, for example, is necessary for salvation, but its power is found not in water or word but in
the inner unity, charity, and peace of the church.

Along with its companion work, Inner Grace, this careful and insightful book breaks new ground in the
study of Augustine's theology of grace and sacraments.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

The book Outward Signs: The Powerlessness of External Things in Augustine's Thought will bring that you
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Outward Signs: The
Powerlessness of External Things in Augustine's Thought is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Russell Belcher:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Outward Signs: The Powerlessness of External
Things in Augustine's Thought can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mamie Wilson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Outward Signs: The
Powerlessness of External Things in Augustine's Thought that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Outward Signs: The Powerlessness of
External Things in Augustine's Thought become your own starter.

Floyd Lipp:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Outward Signs: The Powerlessness of External Things in Augustine's Thought will give you a new
experience in reading a book.
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