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Today, Aleppo lies in ruins. Its streets are plunged in darkness; most of its population has fled. Google Earth
shows no lights at night. But Aleppo was once a vibrant world city, a trade and cultural hub at the end of the
Silk Road, famous for its food and music, and a place where Muslims, Christians, Jews, and visitors from
around the world lived and traded together in peace. In this heartbreaking and powerful history of one of the
world’s oldest, continuously-inhabited cities, author Philip Mansel chronicles the many lives of Aleppo,
successively ruled by the Assyrian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Arab, Ottoman, and French empires. In Part I of
the book, Mansel details the city’s lives over the centuries, including her rise under the Ottomans, when
Aleppo became that empire's third largest city, after Constantinople and Cairo. In Part II, Mansel has
assembled 15 historical accounts of Aleppo, many of them never published before, ranging from the early
1600s to 1920. Written by British and French merchants, consuls, and archeologists, these accounts chronicle
more than four centuries of life in the city, with each entry filled with details noting the physical beauty of
the place – her orchards and terraced gardens, her country houses and famous walls, her ancient Roman
dwellings still used by the locals, her places of worship, and more. Included in the accounts are Alexander
Russell’s famed natural history from 1756, and a reproduction of Baedeker’s map from 1912, at the height of
the city’s Ottoman period and before World War I would change the region forever.

With more than 250 notes and an extensive bibliography of related titles published in both English and
French, Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria’s Great Merchant City is a remarkable piece of scholarship,
but also a tragic reminder that even in the 21st Century, humanity can witness the loss of a great city, a
traditional pinnacle of cultural and economic power, and a place of beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City.

Peter Barba:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Aleppo: The Rise and
Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City to read.

Robert Lofton:

The publication untitled Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's Great Merchant City from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Peter Chatman:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Aleppo: The Rise and Fall of Syria's
Great Merchant City is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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