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In mapping the slow decline of the rice kingdom across the half-century following the Civil War, James H.
Tuten offers a provocative new vision of the forces--agricultural, environmental, economic, cultural, and
climatic--stacked against planters, laborers, and millers struggling to perpetuate their once-lucrative industry
through the challenging postbellum years and into the hardscrabble twentieth century.
Concentrating his study on the vast rice plantations of the Heyward, Middleton, and Elliott families of South
Carolina, Tuten narrates the ways in which rice producers--both the former grandees of the antebellum
period and their newly freed slaves--sought to revive rice production. Both groups had much invested in the
economic recovery of rice culture during Reconstruction and the beginning decades of the twentieth century.
Despite all disadvantages, rice planting retained a perceived cultural mystique that led many to struggle with
its farming long after the profits withered away. Planters tried a host of innovations, including labor contracts
with former slaves, experiments in mechanization, consolidation of rice fields, and marketing cooperatives in
their efforts to rekindle profits, but these attempts were thwarted by the insurmountable challenges of the
postwar economy and a series of hurricanes that destroyed crops and the infrastructure necessary to sustain
planting. Taken together, these obstacles ultimately sounded the death knell for the rice kingdom.
The study opens with an overview of the history of rice culture in South Carolina through the Reconstruction
era and then focuses on the industry's manifestations and decline from 1877 to 1930. Tuten offers a close
study of changes in agricultural techniques and tools during the period and demonstrates how adaptive and
progressive rice planters became despite their conservative reputations. He also explores the cultural history
of rice both as a foodway and a symbol of wealth in the lowcountry, used on currency and bedposts. Tuten
concludes with a thorough treatment of the lasting legacy of rice culture, especially in terms of the
environment, the continuation of rice foodways and iconography, and the role of rice and rice plantations in
the modern tourism industry.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

This Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice
Kingdom without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom
can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South
Carolina Rice Kingdom having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Bernard Davisson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice
Kingdom book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer associated with Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice
Kingdom content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Lowcountry Time
and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Clinton Perez:

Precisely why? Because this Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Molly Salazar:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall
of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still



dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation
Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom as good book not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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