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From New Babylon to Eden traces the persecution of Huguenots in France and the eventual emigration of a
small bloc of the French Calvinist population to colonial South Carolina. Once there, rather than isolate
themselves as a separate religious enclave, they chose instead to integrate into the Southern strain of nascent
Anglo-American society, dominated by slavery and the Church of England. Through intermarriage and
adaptation to the new economic and political environment, Huguenots rapidly numbered among the most
influential and successful colonists, leaving a persevering legacy throughout Charleston and the lowcountry.
In a volume devoted to the first generation of Carolina Huguenots, Bertrand Van Ruymbeke describes in
detail their gradual transformation from French refugees to South Carolina planters. Van Ruymbeke recounts
the escalating abuse that led to the Huguenot exodus from France and tells how approximately five hundred
emigres settled in South Carolina. He credits their decision to relocate to the vigorous marketing efforts of
the Lord Proprietors, the owners and rulers of the province, who promised the French Calvinists a veritable
Eden. adapted to the new environment by abandoning the silk, olive oil, and wine trades for the more
lucrative pursuits of Indian trade, cattle ranching, and rice planting. Placing the Carolina migration in the
context of the larger Huguenot diaspora, Van Ruymbeke proffers an account that challenges accepted
history. Describing their settlement as a process of acculturation and creolization rather than simply
assimilation, he contends that the majority of Calvinists were adamant about creating their own churches but
were thwarted by an Anglicized elite eager to carve itself a niche within Anglo-Carolinian society. He also
reveals that most members of the initial generation were moderately - though not exceptionally - prosperous
and, rather, that it was their descendants who acquired the wealth often associated with lowcountry
Huguenots. Van Ruymbeke concludes with an epilogue describing the Huguenot legacy in South Carolina
and the construction and maintenance of a local Huguenot memory since the 1880s.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Martin:

The book From New Babylon to Eden: The Huguenots and Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina
(Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled From
New Babylon to Eden: The Huguenots and Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina (Carolina
Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The From New Babylon to Eden: The Huguenots and Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina (Carolina
Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Leslie Padilla:

From New Babylon to Eden: The Huguenots and Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina (Carolina
Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing From New Babylon to Eden: The
Huguenots and Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina (Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic World)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.

Charles Massie:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This From New Babylon to Eden: The Huguenots
and Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina (Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic World) can give you
a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide



offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have From New Babylon to Eden: The Huguenots and
Their Migration to Colonial South Carolina (Carolina Lowcountry and the Atlantic World).
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