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In a critical reassessment of chinoiserie, a style both praised and derided for its triviality, prettiness, and
ornamental excesses, Stacey Sloboda shows that it was no mute participant in eighteenth-century global
consumer culture, but was instead a critical commentator on that culture. Analysing ceramics, wallpaper,
furniture, garden architecture and other significant examples of British and Chinese design, this book takes
an object-focused approach to studying the cultural phenomenon of the 'Chinese taste' in eighteenth-century
Britain.

Demonstrating that the ornamental language of chinoiserie was mutually developed by Chinese and
European artists, designers, craftspeople and merchants, this book argues against the notion that it was the
product of European fantasy and ignorance about Chinese culture. Rather, chinoiserie was a product of
cross-cultural exchange of European and Chinese responses to expanding commercial markets and changing
ideas about design.

As a popular, commercial style whose subject was commerce, chinoiserie offered new groups of consumers
opportunities for aesthetic agency. Women, long associated with the style, were one such group, and this
book also pays attention to the role of men such as merchants and craftsmen in its development.

Taking an innovative look at art and cultural history, the book is essential reading for anyone interested in
analysis of design and the decorative arts in eighteenth-century Britain. Students and scholars of art history,
material culture, eighteenth-century studies and British history will find a novel approach to studying the
decorative arts and a forceful argument for their critical capacities.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Whitaker:

Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament in eighteenth-century Britain (Studies in Design MUP) can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament in eighteenth-century Britain (Studies
in Design MUP) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Marquis:

Beside this Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament in eighteenth-century Britain (Studies in Design
MUP) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament
in eighteenth-century Britain (Studies in Design MUP) because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen
if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Anthony Jarrard:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament in
eighteenth-century Britain (Studies in Design MUP) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament in eighteenth-century Britain (Studies
in Design MUP).

Lavone Anderson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul
or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we



know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Chinoiserie: Commerce and critical ornament in eighteenth-century Britain (Studies
in Design MUP) can make you feel more interested to read.
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