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Excerpt from Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the Original
Manuscripts Presented to the New Y ork Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt

The Drayton letters printed herewith came to the New Y ork Public Library from Miss Gertrude L. Hoyt, with
the following note:

My Dear Dr. Billings

The following letters were written during the war of the rebellion to my father, Lydig M. Hoyt and to
Alexander Hamilton, grandson of General Hamilton, by Captain Percival Drayton, U. S. N.

He belonged to a distinguished family of South Carolina. His grandfather, William Drayton, was ajurist in
colonial times, and on the adoption of the constitution in 1789, was appointed the first United States Judge
for South Carolina. His father, also named William, was educated in England for the law and enjoyed an
extensive practice in 1812, when he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of infantry in the war with Great
Britain. In this service he rose to be colonel and afterwards inspector general. After the war he became
Recorder of Charleston and in 1824 was elected to a seat in Congress which he occupied until 1833. During
this period occurred the great contest over Nullification. In the face of strong pressure brought to bear by the
government of his native state and by his personal friends and relatives, Drayton steadily and effectively
opposed that principle as fatal to the authority of the United States government. President Jackson offered
him the Secretaryship of War and the Mission to England both of which he declined. On retiring from
Congress, he found his residence in Charleston less agreeable on account of his position which he had taken
in the contest over nullification, and he removed to Philadel phia where he succeeded Nicholas Biddle as
President of the United States Bank, and died in 1846.

The strength of character which inspired William Drayton in his opposition to nullification, was continued in
his son Percival who remained true to the national government when his native state and his own brothers
had taken up arms against it and when he himself was tempted by offers of high command in the Confederate
service. Born in Charleston, 25th August, 1812, he entered the navy as a midshipman in 1827, became
lieutenant in 1838 and saw sea service with the Brazilian, Mediterranean, and Pacific squadrons. After duty
in the naval observatory at Washington, he took part in ordnance experiments with Farragut, then ranking as
commander, and with him formed an intimate and lasting friendship. In 1855 he was promoted to
commander and in 1858 took part in the Paraguay expedition.

The opening of the War of the Rebellion found him on ordnance duty at the Philadel phia navy yard.
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From reader reviews:
Dora Bair:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865:
Printed From the Original Manuscripts Presented to the New Y ork Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt
(Classic Reprint) will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Jeffrey Messina:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extratime? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Naval Letters From Captain
Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the Original Manuscripts Presented to the New Y ork Public
Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint) to read.

L awr ence Shults:

On this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed
From the Original Manuscripts Presented to the New Y ork Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt
(Classic Reprint). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Michadl Sherman:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the Original Manuscripts
Presented to the New Y ork Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint) we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply



choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book
Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the Original Manuscripts Presented
to the New York Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint). Y ou can more appealing than
NOwW.
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